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Biophilic Design1.





Biophilic design seeks to connect our inherent need to 
affiliate with nature in the modern built environment. 
A stream of the theory of biophilia, biophilic design, 
recognizes that for the majority of our species’ evolution 
has occurred through an adaptive response to the natural 
world rather than artificially manmade forces. 

Therefore, we are biologically encoded to associate with 
natural features and processes which remain instrumental 
to peoples’ wellbeing in terms of both physical and mental 
health.

Since our present “natural habitat” consists of the built 
environment, where we spend most of our time, biophilic 
design seeks to satisfy our need to affiliate with nature 
within modern buildings and cities with the fundamental 
goal of  creating a worthy habitat for people as biological 
organisms occupying modern structures and communities. 

Biophilic design nurtures our emotional attachment with 
nature, providing a space which allow for such attachments 
to be expressed allows for motivation and  productivity to 
cultivate. 

The inclusion of biophilic design allows for positive and 
sustainable interactions and relationships between people 
and the natural environment. 

Since Humans are considered to be a deeply social species 
whose security and productivity are dependent on positive 
interaction, biophilic design is a tool at our disposal to 
encourage such interactions
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2.1 Project Drivers



2.2 Design Concept

The design of the roof top features an introduction of 
green pockets. Such green areas are provided at different 
heights allowing for a more dynamic and staggered visage. 
Having irregular pockets of green  coupled with the chosen 
vegetation gives the users the opportunity to full immerse 
themselves within the spatial experience of the roof top. 
In addition, the living roof allows for users of adjacent 
buildings to gaze upon its irregularity breaking away from 
their mundane vistas.

The spatial context of the roof incorporates areas which can 
be used by the employees and users of the BT commercial 
entity, the new staggered green pockets and turfed areas 
allow for unobvious seating for its users, giving them the 
opportunity to be immersed within the greenery rather than 
having specific and generic seating. 

A play on colour is to be incorporated within the canopy 
design, this allows for a more interesting visage for the users of 
the surrounding buildings, allowing said users to experience 
a more compelling view.



The chosen vegetation was carefully studied in order to 
better understand the symbiotic relationship between the 
environment of the roof top and the chosen plant.

During the initial design of the oasis it was apparent that 
the design success of any garden was closely tied with the 
educated decision of choosing of the right vegetation. It is 
vital that for a successful design a mix of different type of 
vegetation should be incorporated. 
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2.3 Vegetation + Materiality



Different types of vegetation were also chosen giving 
attention to the different heights of the plants in order 
to create a more dynamic ambience. However scents 
were also a contributing factor to the position of specific 
plants,   incorporating perennial plants such as Lavander 
close to the areas to be used by the employees as scents 
from such plants are known for the ability to reduce stress, 
whilst Lemon Grass (cymbopogon citrus) and Citronelle 
(Cymbopogon Nerdus) were also incorporated close to 
seating areas. Additionally, incorporating alocasia and 
schefflera in places where users will be seated, the length 
of such plants allow for the immersion of the users within 
the space. In addition, shading trees such as dwarf myrtle 
trees are also to be incorporated.

Each vegetation chosen was placed strategically depending 
on the plants’ hardiness level and its relationship to the sun.

In addition to providing shade to the patrons,  the introduction 
of the canopy allowed for the inclusion of other types of 
vegetation which would flourish in shaded areas. 
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Slender column like sculptures designed at different 
heights are placed strategically throughout the area. Such 
sculptures serve various functionalities.

Three heights are provided,  whilst all three provide a 
surface where patrons may rest their drink, the two taller 
ones also serve an illuminating purpose. On the other hand 
the shorter one incorporates a vertical creeper, allowing the 
plant to creep its way through the CNC cut pattern of the 
sculpture. 

The bottom of the sculpture is cladded with WPC placed 
vertical, in order to draw the eye of the viewer upwards, 
allowing for the sculpture to appear more slender.
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Drawings within this booklet are not to scale.
Refer to provided boards for scaled drawings.


